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If you joined us for worship on September 19, you were able to 

take part in the WELS National Hymnal Week, during which 

we introduced one of the new musical settings of the liturgy 

that will be used in the new Christian Worship hymnal. I can 

understand if you felt uneasiness, confusion, or hesitation as to 

why or how things were adjusted or changed. We can be hon-

est and admit that this hymnal will present changes to all of us; at the same 

time, it will bring back some things may have been familiar to us from previ-

ous hymnals. Either way, the hope is that we can work through these adjust-

ments together, and that we, as leaders, can properly equip and train you to 

understand the “why” behind the “what” of the new hymnal.  

So, rather than relying solely on in-service explanations, I’d like to share 

some of the thinking that went into the formation of The Service, so that 

when we start using it regularly, we all have a better grasp on why things 

are the way that they are. (The following is borrowed from an explanation 

written for the 2017 WELS National Worship Conference by Prof. em. James 

Tiefel, who served on both the 1993 and 2021 Christian Worship hymnal 

committees.) 

Every Lutheran hymnal published since 1888 has included a version of 

the Common Service (pg. 15 in both TLH and CW), and it remains the stan-

dard for Lutheran liturgical worship. At the same time, however, every hym-

nal committee has analyzed the value of the Common Service to provide 

worship forms for new generations of worshipers. The WELS Hymnal Project 

has taken on the same task: to assess the standard Lutheran liturgical ser-

vice and offer a version for 21st century worshipers. Several overriding 

principles emerged: 

• There is value in providing a standard liturgical rite so that worshipers 
can make it their own. 

Continued on pg 2 

THE SERVICE: 
Understanding the why behind the what 

 by Pastor Proeber 
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THE SERVICE Continued from pg 1 

• There is value in providing a 

variety of musical settings. 

• There is value in assessing litur-

gical revision in other confes-

sional Lutheran churches to gain 

from their insights and experi-

ence. 

The result of this study is a liturgical 

order entitled The Service. This rite 

is both a text—a set of words—and a 

progression of these words; Absolu-

tion follows Confession, the Psalm of 

the Day follows the First Reading, 

etc. As one might expect, The Ser-

vice shares similarities with the or-

ders in The Lutheran Hymnal and 

Christian Worship. As it assessed 

these rites for worship today, how-

ever, the committee authorized sev-

eral modifications. 

• Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie) takes 

on a form which is not con-

nected to Confession/

Absolution (CW p. 15) but fol-

lows the more historic and 

widespread pattern as a re-

sponsive prayer for our Lord’s 

many mercies.  

• The Creed follows the sermon 

and enables worshipers to con-

fess their faith in the Word pro-

claimed in the day’s Proper 

(Prayer of the Day, readings, 

psalm, Verse of the Day, Hymn 

of the Day, sermon). 

• The Service retains the historic 

texts of Glory to God (Gloria in 

Excelsis) and Holy, Holy, Holy 

(Sanctus) which had been 

changed in CW’s Service of 

Word and Sacrament (p. 26). 

• For historic and practical con-
siderations, The Service re-

verses the order of the Prayer of 

the Church and the Offering. 

Worshipers are seated during 

these longer prayers and dur-

ing the offering in anticipation 

of the long stand in the Com-

munion service. 

• The Communion liturgy in-
cludes the Lord’s Prayer and a 

Prayer of Thanksgiving. WELS 

worshipers became familiar 

with these prayers as they used 

Divine Service II in Christian 

Worship: Supplement. Thanks-

giving prayers were part of the 

earliest forms of the liturgy but 

were eliminated at the time of 

the Reformation because they 

had come to echo false theol-

ogy. As Jesus “gave thanks” 

when instituting the Sacrament, 

worshipers give thanks in these 

newly-composed prayers as 

they anticipate our Savior’s 

marvelous gift. 

• The new rite returns to a more 

historic version of the Christian/

Lutheran service with the elimi-

nation of the Offertory (Create 

in Me) and Song of Simeon 

(Nunc Dimittis), both of which 

have liturgical origins no earlier 

than the 19th century but had 

been inserted by the framers of 

the original Common Service in 

1888. The Song of Simeon re-

tains its traditional place in eve-

ning worship. 

Recent Lutheran hymnals have 

seen the wisdom of offering several 

musical settings to accompany the 

liturgical text. This is the plan also 

for the new WELS hymnal. Some 

musical settings will appear in the 

print edition of the hymnal; others 

will be available as digital re-

sources. While the Kyrie is spoken 

in today’s service, it too will have 

musical options. 

The theology of the Christian/

Lutheran liturgy is established by 

the Scriptures. Liturgical forms and 

their progression are based on the 

experience of past believers and on 

the needs of worshipers today. May 

the Spirit bless our worship as we 

gather around Word and Sacrament 

offered in this rite, and may The 

Service provide a path for us to 

praise and proclaim the love of Je-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Speak to one another 
with psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the 

Spirit. Sing and make 
music from your heart 

to the Lord.” 

— Ephesians 5:19  
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September 30 at 4:30 PM – home vs 

St. Peter’s and Saturday, October 9 

at the Northland Lutheran Grade 

School Tournament (times to be de-

termined). 

2s = ST PAUL’S WANTS YOU  

If you put it all together, we will 

close with one final request. We are 

looking for a volunteer coach or two 

for our basketball program this 

year.  Practices begin in December 

and the season draws to a close with 

the annual Northland Tournament 

held at the end of February.  If you 

are interested, please contact Ms. 

Haugly or me for further details and 

information.  Blessings!!! † 

What a joy and privilege it is to be 

in and among our Savior’s littlest of 

lambs! 

1s = SPORTS UPDATE 

After a year without sports in-

volving other schools, Coach 

Haugly and our girls’ volleyball 

team are already well into the sea-

son.  Having participated in a trian-

gular at St Peter’s on September 

9th, hosting a triangular on the 16th, 

and entertaining Assumption the 

21st, Coach Haugly stated, “The 

girls are really working hard.  You 

can see their improvement in prac-

tices, in games, and they seem to be 

enjoying themselves!”  If you have-

n’t had a chance to see our team in 

action, mark down the following 

dates on your calendar:  Thursday, 

1s + 1s = 2s 
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

1s = SCHOOL UPDATE 

Well, here we go again - just 

a little over a month into the school 

year and, as you can tell by the title 

of this article, I can’t stop myself 

from reverting back to my days in 

the classroom…and that’s because I 

am!!!  I have truly been blessed by 

our gracious God and this congre-

gation to be able to assist the school 

this year even more so than in the 

past three.  On almost a daily basis I 

will step into the 1st-2nd grade 

room to help Mr. Melso in whatever 

way possible. Also, because he is 

involved in teaching classes for the 

better part of the day, I have been 

asked to help serve as Assistant 

Principal until we are able to fill this 

classroom on a full-time basis.  
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We have several events planned over the next couple 

of months to reach out to the community with the ultimate 

goal of putting people in contact with the life-saving 

Word of God.  Help where you can and keep these minis-

tries in your prayers. 

TRUNK-OR-TREAT  

Trunk-or-Treat is scheduled for Oct. 31st from 4:30 to 

6:30 PM. In the past, we have had 400 or more people 

come for this trick-or-treating alternative. The success of 

the event depends on us having lots of cars in our park-

ing lot with volunteers handing out treats to the children.  

Dressing in a costume or decorating your vehicle are not 

required, but it sure makes it more fun for the children.  

Why not team up with a friend to come up with a fun idea.  

We will also need lots of candy donations. For more infor-

mation, please contact Todd Ferkey at 715-421-2848. 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING MEAL 

Planning for the Community  Thanksgiving Meal is  

well underway.  You may recall that last year, we began 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
 

October 31 

4:30-6:30PM 
 

Treats – Games - Food  

serving as the host site for this community meal.  The 

meal is served on Thanksgiving Day.  Help will be 

needed with set up, food prep, serving, and delivering 

meals.  Last year, we served about 530 meals and had 

to turn people away, because we had reached our ca-

pacity.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact 

Nicole Sukow at 715-572-4629 

CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS 

The final event is an inreach/outreach event, 

Christmas For Kids. While children from our congrega-

tion are welcome, we hope to reach families that want 

their children to hear about the real reason for the holi-

day. For more information, contact Kent Schroeder at 

715-421-4202 or knks@wctc.net.     

 

 

REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY THIS FALL 
be prepared in season and out of season  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 // 9:30AM-3:00PM 
 

Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School  
Jackson, WI 

 

christianliferesources.com 
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PIE MAKING DATES: 

September 29 

October 7 

October 15 
 

1:30 PM in the cafeteria 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 
By Pastor Plagenz 

We have recently expanded our educational opportunities on 

Sunday morning. Both Sunday School and Catechism class for pub-

lic school students began on September 12th in between worship 

services, around 9:15. The timing of these opportunities is not coin-

cidental. We specifically planned and scheduled them to coincide 

with the adult Bible class which is held at the same time. 

We hope that everyone who walks through our doors on a 

Sunday morning takes advantage of these opportunities to study 

God’s Word. Why not try to change yours or your family’s Sunday 

morning habits and routines. Turn your one-hour Sunday experi-

ence into two.  

The adult Bible class meets in the cafeteria. Catechism class 

for public school students meets in the west-wing classroom. Sun-

day School children gather in the sanctuary. All at 9:15, in between 

Sunday worship services. Come join us for growth in God’s Word! † 

SHARE YOUR TALENTS 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Bake & Craft Sale ~ Nov. 6 & 7 

The Willing Workers are busy getting ready for their annual 

sale that will be held on November 6 & 7.  Note the date so you 

don’t miss out on the great selection of bakery, canned goods, and 

craft items. 

You can put your talents to work by making some of your own 

baked goods or donating your craft items, too!  If you are canning 

pickles, jams and jellies, please save a few to donate to the sale. 

We’d also love any knit or crocheted items, and woodwork or art-

work articles.   

Spend an afternoon helping to make delicious crumb crust 

and double crust apple pies.  Men and women are needed to wash, 

peel, and cut apples, make crusts, and assemble pies. Bring your 

own kitchen tools (knife, peelers, cutting boards, etc.) if you wish 

or just bring yourself to be a part of the pie making process.  Sit 
and peel or stand and mix.  Put on an apron and a smile for the fol-

lowing workdays at 1:30 in the cafeteria: Wednesday, September 

29th, Thursday, October 7th , and Friday, October 15th 

All proceeds from the sale go to support church projects.  
Donations can be brought in the day before or the morning of the 

sale. † 

 

 

 

SCHOOL PICTURE DAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 7 

 

Wear Your Smile! 
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and lots of hands working to proc-

ess incoming items.  Spending a few 

hours working at the checkout 

counter as a bagger fulfills our in-

nate need to socialize and allows us 

to show our smiling faces in this 

community.  Consider a few hours a 

week or several days a month.  

Whatever works for you, we can 

make it happen!  Please call the 

store at 715-421-2030 or stop in the 

store at 1351 8th St., S. to pick up a 

volunteer application or check with 

the church office for a copy and re-

turn to Jan Peronto.   

CHRISTMAS SALES 

Christmas sales begin on 

Monday, October 25th with our re-

veal of hundreds of items to help 

you decorate and celebrate the holi-

day.  You won’t want to miss that!   

But before that can happen, we will 

spend the weekend of October 22-

24th resetting the store and prepar-

ing for the season.  Pencil in those 

dates on your calendar to help in 

some way to make this a glorious 

season to celebrate! 

FALL HOURS 

Our fall hours are: 

10:00am – 5:00pm Monday – Friday 

10:00am – 2:00pm Saturdays 

These hours will be expanded 

beginning October 25th to accom-

modate Christmas shoppers’ needs.  

Those hours will be posted in the 

November newsletter but will have 

more evening hours and open 

longer on Saturdays.   

DONATIONS 

If you are donating items, our 

donation days and times remain 

Tuesdays from 11:00am – 2:00pm 

and Thursdays from 2:00pm – 

5:00pm.  We are very overwhelmed 

with donations so try to limit your 

items to just four boxes or bags per 

visit.  We appreciate your bringing 

seasonal items only as we have lim-

ited storage.  This goes for clothing 

as well.  We are collecting fall and 

winter items now.  All items must be 

clean and in good working order. † 

Since we opened our doors in 

June in Wisconsin Rapids, the store 

has enjoyed great success.  Thanks 

to you and the Wisconsin Rapids 

area, we have received many qual-

ity donations and made record sales 

in the last three months with the 

profits going to Northland Lutheran 

High School.  Also, thanks to many 

of you, the number of volunteers we 

have helping at the store has in-

creased tremendously.  We are en-

joying spending time with those 

from sister congregations and from 

other area churches, sharing our 

faith and joy in serving our Lord and 

Savior. 

VOLUNTEER 

We continue to need more 

help, however, as donations con-

tinue to pour in and inventory 

changes daily.  Many of our dedi-

cated volunteers are either heading 

south for the winter or have other 

reasons they are unable to help us 

in the months to come, so we need 

more manpower on donation days 

DIME & DOLLAR CONTINUES TO GROW 
By Jan Peronto  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 

8:00 & 10:30 AM 

CELEBRATING THE BLESSINGS  

OF PUBLIC WORSHIP 

 
Still have questions about  

The Peter Plan? 
 

Come to the Open Forum 
Sunday, Oct. 3 at 9:15 AM 

 

Learn how we plan to keep everyone         
regularly fed with God’s Word.  
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CATECHISM CORNER 
Why do we call the holy Christian 

church the communion of saints? 

Johno10:16ooI also have other sheep that 

are not of this sheep pen. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my 

voice. Then there will be one flock and one shep-

herd.  

Romanso12:5ooIn the same way, though we are many, 

we are one body in Christ, and individually mem-

bers of one another.  

Ephesianso5:23oooFor the husband is the head of the 

wife, just as Christ is the head of the churchl his 

body, of which he himself is the Savior.  

Ephesianso4:4ooThere is one body and one Spirit, just 

as also you were called in the one hope of your call-

ing.  

Communionomeans “having something in common” 

or “a coming together.” The church is called the 

communion of saints because all believers are united 

by their common faith in Christ. 

 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

Current Expenses 

• In memory of Grant Meyer given by Charlotte 
Carlson, Randy & Pat DeBoer 

• In honor of the birth of their grandson, Boaz De-
Boer, given by Randy & Pat DeBoer 

Mortgage 

• In memory of Grant Meyer given by Kathleen Jack-
son 

Cheerful Givers 

• In honor of their anniversary given by Terry & 
Sandy Krause 

Altar Guild 

• In memory of John Henke given by Tina Sellnow  

School 

• In memory of Grant Meyer given by Stephanie 
Bathke 

Organ Fund  

• In memory of Grant Meyer given by Carol 
Newsom, Edna Haferman, Bob & Katie Schalow, 

Anita Simenson, Marvin & Dorothy Raasch, Barb 

Manz, Larry & Veronica Klish, Tom & Sue Kulhanek, 

Jim & Jeanne Jackson, and Lavern & Delores Becker 

• In memory of Judy Stensberg’s father given by 
Barb Manz 

• In memory of Sheila Provost’s mother given by 
Barb Manz 

• In honor of their 56th wedding anniversary given 
by Bill & Pat Stellmach 

Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund  

• In memory of Grant Meyer given by Ron & 
Georgene Provost 

St. Paul’s School Assistance Fund  

•   In memory of Judy Stensberg’s father given by          
Randy & Carla Mayes 

SPECIAL GIFTS  

AND MEMORIALS 
Through September 19, 2021  

 

New Members 
Jacob & Jill Ibarra  
and their children,  
Breyson and Ella  

 

With the Lord 
Donna Smith  
Grant Meyer   
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Whatever you do,  

keep working at it with all your heart,  

as for the Lord and not for people,  
 


